802                                  QUEEN   VICTORIA
puted that claim. Thus men said the quarrel was over " a
Key and a Star " (the Star being the silver star inlaid in the
pavement to mark where Our Lord was born, the Key being
that for the great door of the church at Bethlehem). Ill-will
and rivalry were created, and at length Russia came out with
m the claim to protect all the Christian subjects of the Turks.
France and Great Britain saw in this the true motive of
Russian policy. They believed that Russia aimed at political
control of the Balkans. Our ambassador in Constantinople
was Lord Stratford de Reddiffe> who liked and believed in
the Turks, while distrusting the Russians. He thought that
the Sultan, to win our support, would agree to reform,
and he believed that were those reforms granted, it was
better that Turkey should retain control than that Russia
should be given her chance. He pressed his views very
strongly, and unluckily the Coalition cabinet, which really
was formed of men whose views did not coincide, could not
agree. Thus, no clear lead was given, and the Czar mis-
takenly thought there was no chance of war. Believing
Britain would do nothing, he first occupied the two pro-
vinces bordering the Danube, Wallachia and Moldavia,
and tKen sank a Turkish fleet at Sinope (1853).
Instantly Great Britain took alarm, and Napoleon III
war whipped up war feeling. He did not deliberately promote
or desire war, but he had to conciliate public opinion in
France by striking dramatic blows, and his need for earning
political support made it difficult for him to avoid war if his
prestige was at all threatened.
So uar was declared and the French and British prepared
to invade Russia. The original object of the allies, the
expulsion of the Russians from the Danubian principalities,
was quickly secured; but it was considered necessary for
future security to cripple Russia, and for that purpose to
capture Sebastopol, the great Russian arsenal and fort in
the Crimea, thfc " very heart ", as it was called, " of Russian
power in the East ".